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March 17, 2020 
 
Dear Wayland Families, 
 
I hope you are doing well in these unprecedented times. I know that these last few 
days have had a big impact on you and your children -- they have certainly impacted 
all of our staff in very personal ways as well. As we navigate the ramifications of 
Governor Baker’s recently announced three-week school closure, I wanted to let you 
know how education will look in Wayland until April 6. Please note that if our closure 
extends beyond April 6 we will update you immediately. 
 
Ongoing access to student learning opportunities 
From a big-picture standpoint, the next three weeks do not count as “school” in the 
traditional sense, and the Governor has made it clear that we do not need to make 
up all of these days at the end of the school year. Instead, the Governor has said that 
no school district needs to stay in school past its originally scheduled 5th snow day, 
which is June 24th in Wayland. In essence, this means that students will end up 
having fewer than 180 school days this year. 
 
We know that many families are facing significant challenges at this time, and that, 
quite frankly, your child’s educational progress is only one of those many challenges. 
We also know that distance education is no substitute for face-to-face learning. 
Nevertheless, we believe it is our responsibility to support you and your children to 
the extent we can by providing structure and continuity for the next three weeks.  
 
To that end, we will still provide ongoing access to learning opportunities for students 
during this extended closure. There are parameters laid out by the state that place 
boundaries around what school systems can and cannot do. Our goal is to provide 
as much support as we can within those boundaries.  
 
Below are links to more detailed information about what this will mean at the 
elementary, middle, and high school levels, but I first wanted to make some points 
about what this means for all students: 

● Teacher(s) will be reaching out by Thursday of this week, March 19th, to 
provide structured activities, resources, and guidance for what your 
child should be doing. 

● Due to equity and access issues across Massachusetts, the Governor and 
state Commissioner of Education have made it clear that we cannot present 
students with new required curriculum or content during these three weeks. 
Instead, the focus will be on helping students review and practice existing 
knowledge and skills, or on providing optional curricular enrichment. 

● The work that students do during the next three weeks will not be formally 
graded. Teachers may provide students with feedback, but none of this work 
will “count” towards report cards or transcripts. We will try to be a bit nuanced 
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in the way we message this to students -- we still want our students to be 
academically engaged, and to not think that they can simply ignore the work 
and activities that teachers are providing -- but I want to be clear with you that 
students will not be penalized if they do not get work completed. 

● Where possible and practicable, teachers will be identifying opportunities to 
reach out to you and your children via email, Google Classroom, Google 
Meet, etc. 

● There may be some students who want their teachers to continue with their 
class’s or course’s curricular sequence during this three-week closure. Based 
on guidance from the state, however, that is not an option. I understand that 
this could be frustrating for some students, especially high school students or 
students in Advanced Placement classes, but we are carefully staying within 
the state’s guidelines for student learning opportunities.  

● For students with an IEP or 504 plan, or students who receive English 
Language Services, we will provide as much support as possible during the 
next three weeks. At the same time, because these next three weeks do not 
count as typical school days, we are suspending the services and supports 
associated with an IEP or 504 plan per guidance from the MA DESE. Richard 
Whitehead, the Director of Student Services, and Rachel Scott, the English 
Language Coordinator, will be following up with those impacted families with 
more detailed information. In addition, Tammy Barrera, our Assistant Director 
of Student Services, will be following up with our families whose children are 
educated out of district. 

 
More specific information by school level 
The links here provide more detailed information by school level. Your child’s 
principal and teacher(s) will also be reaching out to help provide even greater clarity. 
 
Information for K-5 Families 
Information for Middle School Families 
Information for High School Families  
 
These are difficult times. I am heartened by the stories in the news of neighbors, 
friends, communities, and even complete strangers coming together to help one 
another. This will not be easy, but we will get through it together, and our staff is here 
to provide as much structure, support, and consistency for your children as we can. 
Thank you again for your partnership. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Arthur Unobskey, Superintendent of Schools 
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https://wch.wayland.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1037108/File/District%20Docs/K-5_Family_Message.pdf
https://wms.wayland.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1036732/File/WMS_Family_Message.pdf
https://whs.wayland.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1036540/File/Documents/COVID_COMM/WHS_Family_Message.pdf
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